Kinver Neighbourhood Plan

First Public Consultation: Issues and Options

Report on the Community Consultation,

Edward Marsh Centre, Kinver, 12 June 2021, 10-2.
Residents of Kinver were invited to a public consultation in person on Saturday, 12 June 2021. This
was the first real opportunity for people to find out about the Neighbourhood Plan and to discuss
their views. The purpose was to enable discussion of the issues which the Neighbourhood
Development Plan could address, and inform responses to the Questionnaire published in June.

All residents in Kinver had received a paper copy of the Questionnaire, which contained links to the
Kinver NDP website, the online questionnaire, and the Issues and Options paper. Contact details
were also provided for requesting paper copies of documents, and responding to the questionnaire
using the paper version.

In addition to the in-person consultation at the Edward Marsh Centre, online and telephone
consultations were available. Covid infection rates were high, and precautions were in place to
minimise the risks. Many people were wary of public meetings, and one of the potential
consultation dates was cancelled as rates rose.

More than 40 people attended the Edward Marsh Centre, most from Kinver village; and most in the
over 65 age group (red dots). The areas where attendees lived were reasonably well distributed
across the parish settlements. Most lived in Kinver, but Stourton and other areas were also
represented.




County Councillor Victoria Wilson attended and also manned the consultation and distributed the
guestionnaire to passers-by. Alex Roche, the latest volunteer to join the Steering Group, came and
introduced herself. Councillors Christine Allen, Geoff Sisley, Ed Simons, and Eunice Lord were on
duty and Ann Becke of the Edward Marsh Centre made sure everything worked, provided drinks —
and talked to visitors.

A further 10 completed questionnaires were dropped off by hand, and 8 comment slips posted. The
opportunity was also taken to hand out questionnaires and chat to people using the adjoining
playground or passing by.

General feedback from conversations:

Many people were not clear what a Neighbourhood Plan is for, what it can (and cannot ) do, or who
is running it. It will clearly take a sustained campaign of keeping a high profile to build up
participation and engagement.

Most feedback was positive, although some aired the view that there was little which could be done
against the might of the planning system.

Almost everyone voiced concerns about the planned developments, destruction of the Green Belt,
and a sense of powerlessness to stop or divert these plans.

As regards housing, several attendees emphasized the need for affordable housing for local people,
including the elderly. Would the proposed new flats at the Burgesses have a ‘local residence’ test?

Parking in the village centre cropped up frequently —it’s hard for those of limited mobility to find a
space, and it was felt that inadequate parking reduced footfall in the High Street. And the very
limited parking at the new Burgesses development was felt to increase pressure on the High Street
parking.

Public transport (or lack of it) came up several times.

The fate of Stag Meadow was raised, if its use for football declines, since it is in private ownership.
This relates also the the ownership of the bridge onto the field.

Photos:







Written comments:
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